and MS data (pseudo molecular ion peak at m/z 609.3756
[M+Na]+). Consequently, compound 2 was identified as methyllanosta-8,24(31)-diene-26-oic acid.
To our knowledge this is the first isolation and full characterization of 1 and 2. Yet, it is important to note that methyl ester derivatives of 1 and 2 have been previously isolated from the methylated extract of Piptoporus betulinus8).
All physicochemical and spectrometric data obtained for While compounds 1-4 exhibited only weak inhibition activity of cyclooxygenase I, they proved to be promising a level comparable with that of the indomethacin reference, and 2 even exhibits a stronger activity than that of indomethacin (Table 2) .
Anti-hyaluronate lyase activities were measured spectrophotometrically based on the precipitation of undigested hyaluronan by N-cetyl-N-trimethylammoniumbromide and the measurement as turbidity (E600nm) using the method described by DI FERRANTE et al.10) Although 1-4 showed no activity against the bovine Hyaluronidase, they are potent inhibitors of a hyaluronate lyase from
Streptococcus agalactiae (Table 3 ). This enzyme acts as surface antigen, which is responsible for the degradation of hyaluronan (hyaluronic acid), the most abundant matrix of connective tissues, predominantly into disaccharide units.
The degradation of hyaluronan facilitates the invasion of Tetrahedron Lett. 25: 3489-3492, 1984 Metabolites of the polyporaceae-I novel conjugates of polyporenic acid a from Piptoporus betulinus. Tetrahedron Lett. 23: 3427-3434, 1967 inflammatory lanostane-type triterpene acids from
